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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
     Original records of Tennessee’s constitutional conventions are available for 1834, 
1870, 1953, 1959, 1965, 1971 and 1977 and consist of minutes, journals, transcripts of 
proceedings, resolutions, petitions, committee reports, speeches, amendments, rules, 
biographical data, correspondence and oaths of office. 
     An indexed audio recording produced by the Archives staff is available for 1959, 
1965, 1971 and 1977 Limited Convention.  Floor sessions and select committee meetings 
are available through this medium. 
     The constitutional history of Tennessee is rather amply documented through printed 
materials, including the printed Journal and Proceedings of the various constitutional 
conventions.  Liberal principles, such as those adopted in the articles of the Cumberland 
Compact, were incorporated into Tennessee’s first constitution in 1796 and were 
characterized by Thomas Jefferson as “The least imperfect and the most republican in 
form of any state constitution.”  However, the passing of the frontier and concomitant 
changes in Tennessee’s economic, social and political affiliations necessitated the 1834 
and 1870 Constitutions.  The 1870 Constitution became the oldest unamended 
constitution of any sovereign stat in the world and Limited Constitutional Conventions 
have been authorized in order to modify the Constitution by the Conventions of 1953, 
1959, 1965, 1971 and 1977.  Indexed recordings for the Conventions of 1959, 1965, 1971 
and 1977 are on file in the Archives. 
     These original records deserve attention as a reflection of the mandate providing 
constitutional change for future conventions.  Temporary records generated are 
maintained until replaced by the next convention.  The 1965 rough journals are now 
being utilized for this purpose.  Other uses include academic and genealogical research.  
Biographical data submitted by the 1953 Convention delegates are available in the 
delegates own handwriting. 
     The records have been arranged and described in order to facilitate the location of 
specific items.  Conventions have been designated as the series titles beginning with the 
earliest records available and continuing through 1977.  Specific types of records 
generated comprise the designation of the subseries level.  An index to correspondence 
and major subjects has been compiled to assist the researcher in locating information on 
topics addressed by the various constitutional conventions. 
     The Conventions of 1834 and 1870 produced Constitutions, but the later Conventions 
addressed limited topics and these are listed in order to guide researchers in locating 
information on particular aspects of constitutional reform. 
 
Limited Constitutional Convention of 1953: 
a) Article XI, Section 3, relative to amendments and conventions; b) Article II, Section 
23, relative to Legislative compensation; c) Article III, Section 4, relative to Governor’s 
term of office; d) Article III, Section 18, relative to Governor’s veto power; e) Article IV, 
Section 1, right to suffrage; f) Article XI, Section 9, local options for home rule, uniform 
city charters and approval of metropolitan consolidation. 



Limited Constitutional Convention of 1959: 
a) to fix term of office of Sheriff for period of four years; b) to fix term of office of 
Trustee for period of four years; c) to permit all persons of the age of eighteen years and 
older the right to vote. 
 
Limited Constitutional Convention of 1965: 
a) set Legislative term of office; b) require for apportionment every ten years; c) require 
Representatives be apportioned into districts; d) require Representatives be qualified 
voter in his district; e) require Senate be apportioned by population; f) require Senators be 
qualified voter in his district; g) prescribe time for legislative meetings; h) allow County 
legislative bodies to fill vacancies; i) set legislative pay and limit legislative expense. 
 
Limited Constitutional Convention of 1971: 
Article II, Section 28, classification of property for tax assessment purposes. 
 
Limited Constitutional Convention of 1977: 
a) Article XI, Section 14, elimination of prohibition of interracial marriages; b) Article II, 
Section 18, changes relative to passage of bills; c) Article XI, Section 11, changes in 
homestead exemption; d) Article III, Section 4, change allowing Governor to serve two 
consecutive terms; e) Article XI, Section 18, changes relative to the approval or the veto 
of bills; g) Article IV, Section 1, changes in voter qualifications; h) Article II, Section 15, 
changes in method of filling legislative vacancies; i) Article II, Section 24, changes 
relative to limitations on state spending; j) Article XI, Section 7, changes relative to 
interest rates; k) Article VI, changes relative to local government; l) Article II, Section 8, 
changes relative to legislative sessions; m) Article VI, Sections 1-15, changes relative to 
the Judicial Department. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTENTS 
 
Series   Title        Volumes or 
Number         Box No. 
1  Constitution, 1796, 1834, 1870    Vols, I, II  
        (1834 wrapped separately) 
 
2  Constitutional Convention of 1834    Vols, 1-2 
 
3  Constitutional Convention of 1870    Vol. 3 
 
4  Limited Constitutional Convention of 1953   Boxes 1-8 
 
5  Limited Constitutional Convention of 1959   Box 9, Vols.  
          4-7 
 
6  Limited Constitutional Convention of 1965   Box 10, Vols.  
          8-16 
 
7  Limited Constitutional Convention of 1971   Vols. 17-24 
 
8  Limited Constitutional Convention of 1977   Boxes 11-17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 
Volume I 
Constitution          1796 
 
Volume II 
Constitution         1834 
 
Volume III 
Constitution         1870 
 
Volume 1 
Minutes        May 26-July 24, 1834 
 
Volume 2 
Journal                   May 19-Aug. 30, 1834 
 
Volume 3 
Journal                  January 10-February 23, 1870 
 
Box 1 
 Rough Drafts 
1  1st-2nd Days      April 21-22, 1953 
2  3rd-7th Days      April 23-May1 
3  8th-11th Days      May 5-May 8 
4  12th -14th Days      May 11-May 13 
5  14th (cont’d)-15th Days    May 13-May 14 
6  15th (cont’d)-17th Days    May 14-May 18 
 
Box 2 
 Rough Drafts 
1  17th (cont’d)-18th Days    May 18-May 19, 1953 
2  18th (cont’d)-19th Days    May 19-May 20 
3  19th (cont’d)-20th Days    May 20-May 21 
4  20th (cont’d)-21st Days    May 21-May 22 
5  22nd Day      May 25 
6  23rd Day (Morning)     May 26 
 
Box 3 
 Rough Drafts 
1  23rd Day (Afternoon)     May 26, 1953 
2  24th Day      May 27 
3  25th Day      May 28 



4  26th-27th Days      May 29-June 2 
5  28th Day      June 3 
6  29th Day      June 4 
7  30th Day      June 5 
 
Box 4 
 Final Drafts 
1  1st-2nd Days              April 21-April 22, 1953 
2  3rd day       April 23 
3  8th-11th Days      May5-May 8 
4  12th-13th Days      May 11-May 12 
5  14th-15th Days      May 13-May 14 
6  15th (cont’d)-17th Days    May 14-May 18 
7  17th (cont’d)-18th Days    May 18-May 19 
8  18th (cont’d)-19th Days    May 19-May 20 
 
Box 5 
 Final Drafts 
1  19th (cont’d)-20th Days    May 20-May 21, 1953 
2  20th (cont’d)-21st Days    May 21-May 22 
3  22nd Day      May 25 
4  23rd Day      May 26 
5  23rd (cont’d)-24th Days    May 26-May 27 
6  24th Day (cont’d)     May 27 
7  25th Day      May 28 
8  26th -27th Days      May 29-June 2 
9  28th Day      June 3 
10  29th Day      June 4 
11  30th Day      June 5 
12  31st Day      July 14 
 
Box 6 
 Resolutions 
1  #1-15 
2  #16-30 
3  #31-45 
4  #46-60 
5  #61-75 
6  #76-90 
7  #91-105 
8  #106-120 
9  #121-130 
10  Resolution Calling Election on 1953 Amendments 



11  Memorial Resolution-William L. Frierson 
12  Memorial Petition #1-Resignation of James McCord. 
 
Box 7 
10  Anderson-Williams 
11  Proposed Amendments 
12  Adopted Amendments 
13  Rules of Order 
14  Delegates, Adams-Womack 
 
Box 8 
1  Bills 
2  Bennett, Hugh T., Secretary 
 Cooper, Governor Prentice, President 
3  Congressional District Meetings 
4  Gavel Presentation, Andrew Jackson’s Nashville Land Office 
5  Pamphlets 
6  Prayer, acknowledgements 
7  School Holiday Proposal for November 3, 1953 Election 
 Editing Committee 
8  A-C 
9  D-L 
10  M-O 
11  P-Z 
12  Gullett, B.B., Chief Clerk 
 
Volumes 
Book 1, Pages 1-60       July 21-July 23, 1959 
Book 2, Pages 61-120       July 23-July 30 
Book 3, Pages 121-180      July 30-July 31 
Book 4, Pages 181-182      July 31 
 
Box 9 
1  “Transcription of Proceedings of the 1959 Limited July 21-24, 
   Constitutional Convention   July 28-31 
2  Committee Reports 
   Limitation upon the Powers of the Constitutional  
    Convention (Solicitor General’s Ruling) 
   Rules Committee 
   Election  
   State and County Officers 
   Sheriff’s Term of Office 
   Trustee’s Term of Office 



3  Resolution #1-10 
4  Resolution #11-20 
5  Resolution #21-30 
6  Resolution #31-42 
 
Volumes 
8  Book 1, Pages 1-60     July 26-July 29 
9  Book 2, Pages 61-120     July 30-Aug. 3 
10  Book 3, Pages 121-180    Aug. 3-Aug. 10 
11  Book 4, Pages 181-240    Aug. 10-Aug. 16 
12  Book 5, Pages 241-300    Aug. 16-Aug. 19 
13  Book 6, Pages 301-360    Aug. 19-Nov. 29 
14  Book 7, Pages 361-420    Nov. 29-Dec. 1 
15  Book 8, Pages 421-480    Dec. 1-Dec. 9 
16  Book 9, Pages 481-540    Dec. 9-Dec. 10 
 
Box 10 
1  Resolution #1-25 
2  Resolution #26-50 
3  Resolution #51-75 
4  Resolution #76-100 
5  Resolution #101-125 
6  Resolution #126-150 
7  Resolution #151-167 
8  Final Resolutions #1a-10b 
9  Committee Reports 
   Committee of the Whole-Resolution #135, 136, 137, 142 
   Committee #11-Resolution #103, Legislative Authority 
   Committee #2-Resolution #106, Apportionment of Representative 
   Committee #3-Resolution #96-Rules & Procedure 
   Committee #4-Resolution #136-Rules & Procedure 
   Committee #5-Resolution #108-Legislative Pay 
   Committee #6-Resolution 127 
   Committee #8-Stye and Drafting 
   Committee #9-Public Information & Elections 
10  Acuff-Fults 
11  Gilbert-Mullins 
12  Pgle-Yeiser 
 
Volumes 
17  Rough Journal      Aug. 2-Sept. 15, 1971 
18  Rough Journal                Aug. 5- Sept. 14, 1971 
19  Journal        Aug.2-Aug. 10, 1971 



20  Journal                Aug. 11-Aug. 18, 1971 
21  Journal                Aug. 19-Aug. 30, 1971 
22  Journal                Aug. 31-Sept. 14, 1971 
23  Journal        Sept. 15, 1971 
24  Index-Resolutions      Allen-Wright 
 
Box 11 
1  Committee Handouts 
2  Democratic Party Response 
3  Convention Rules, Officers & Duties 
4  City Court-Resolution #32-Response 
5  Research People 
6  Interest Rate Committee 
7  Interest Rate Committee 
 
Box 12 
1  Budget Letters for Convention 
2  Committee on Rules & Procedures 
3  Constitutional Convention 
4  Appellate Court, Subcommittee on 
5  Public Information & Election, Committee on 
6  Judicial Article Subcommittee on Attorney General, et al 
7  Calendar & Agenda 
8  Limitation on State Spending 
9  Judicial--Court Clerks & Administrative Personnel 
10  Homestead Exemption 
11  Voting Age 
12  Judicial 
13  Style & Drafting 
14  Education 
15  General Assembly Bills Passage 
16  Legislative Vacancies 
17  Inferior Courts, Subcommittee 
18  Local Government 
 
Box 13 
Resolutions and Amendments 
Box 14 
1  Legislative Vacancies 
2  Article VI, Sec. 15 & Article VII, Sec. 1 & 2 
3  Article II, Sec. 24 
4  Articles & Amendments 
5  Articles & Reports 



6  Index--Miscellaneous 
7  Remarks--Bill Leech 
8  Public Acts, 1976 
9  Rules of Order 
10  Biographical Sketch 
11  Payroll 
12  Convention Oaks 
13  Press Releases 
14  Opinions 
15  Interest Rate Minutes 
 
Box 15 
1  Special Joint Committee on Constitutional Amendments 
2  Special Joint Committee on Constitutional Amendments 
 
Box 16 
1  Resolutions--Interest Rate 
2  Case & Constitutions 
3  Cumberland Capitol--Court Case 
4  Committee Members 
5  Constitutional Call & Rules & Attorney General 
6  Drafting 
7  Information Given Committee 
8  Minutes & Speeches 
 
Box 17 
1  Local Government Committee 
2  Interest Rate 
3  Constitutional Convention Committees 
4  Interest Rate 
5  Governor’s Proclamation of Ratification of Amendments, March 31, 1978 

 
 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
 
Anderson, D.W.; 7-10 
Bates, Samuel O.; 7-10; 8-8 
Beard, O.W.; 8-6, 8 
Bennett, Hugh T.; 8-2 
Blue, Willard H.; 7-10 
Burn, Harry T.; 8-2, 8 
Calvardi, Landon; 7-10 
Carney, C.S.; 8-8 
Chandler, Walter; 7-10; 8-8 
Clement, Governor Frank G.; 8-8 
Cook, Everett R.; 8-8 
Cooper, Governor Prentice; 8-1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 12 
Denny, W. Raymond; 8-9 
Dever, Paul A,; 8-9 
Dodson, K. Harlan; 8-9 
Dugger, George F.; 8-9 
Epps, Aubrey L.; 8-1 
Fletcher, John S.; 7-10; 8-9 
Freemon, Lacy W.; 7-10 
Frierson, J. Dawson; 8-9 
Gallimore, R.E.L.; 7-10 
Gamble, M.H., Jr.; 8-9 
Gilreath, Sam B.; 8-9 
Hale, H. Clyde; 7-10 
Harbert, P.M.; 7-10 
Hill, Malcolm C.; 8-9 
Holtsford, Hiram W.; 8-9 
Humphreys, Allison B.; 9-2 
Jackson, Andrew-Nashville Law Office; 8-4 
Johnson, Robert L.; 8-9 
Jones, James M., Jr.; 7-10 
Lantrip, James W.; 7-10 
Lee, J.D.; 8-9 
McCallum, Mrs. W.M.; 7-01; 8-5 
McMurtry, J.C.; 8-10 
Maddux, Jared; 7-10 
Miles, W.M.; 8-10 
Miller, William E.; 8-10 
Montedonico, John S.; 8-10 
Moss, W.H.; 7-10 
Moss, William P.; 8-8, 10 



Neal, John Randolph; 8-10 
Neil, A.B.; 7-10 
Nolan, John F.; 8-1 
Norton, Herman A.; 7-10 
Oakley, Millard V.; 8-2 
Ogle, Robert L., Jr.; 8-10 
Patterson, Merle Culpepper; 7-10 
Phillips, Clarence W.; 8-1, 8, 11 
Pope, Lewis S.; 8-6 
Prescott, Frank W.; 7-10; 8-11 
Prewitt, Alan M.; 8-11 
Recording of 1953 Convention, Aubrey Epps Calculating & Office Service; 8-1 
Rees, Edward J.; 7-10 
Richards, Lotta; 8-11 
Rogers, David B.; 8-11 
Rogers, Mrs. Hillman P.; 7-10 
Schnierer, Bernard; 8-11 
Sims, C.C.; 7-10; 8-11 
Smith, Ernest F. (Jack); 7-10; 8-11 
Smith, J. Harry; 7-10 
Stainback, Charles A.; 8-11 
Stair, Fred R.; 8-11 
Stephens, J. Harold; 7-10 
Tipton, Wm. C.; 8-11 
Todd, John R.; 8-11 
Todd, Mrs. Mary K.; 8-11 
Watson, W.R.; 8-11 
Williams, Rev. Charles M.; 7-10 
Williams, Peyton R.; 7-10 
Wright, Emily G.; 8-11 

 
 
 
 



INDEX 
 
Subject Headings  Committees    Dates & Times 
Attorneys--General--  Attorney General, District  Aug. 18 (1 hr. 41 m.); 
Tennessee   Attorney General & Reporters,  Aug. 25 (1 hr. 23 m.) 
    Judicial Dept. Subcomm. on. 
Banks and Banking  Interest Rate, Committee on  Aug. 30-31; Sept. 13;  
         Sept, 14, Sept. 14;  
         Sept. 20; Sept. 21;  
         Sept. 22; Sept. 27;  
         Sept. 28; Sept. 29;  
         Oct. 11-12; Oct. 18- 
         19; Oct. 25; Oct. 26;  
         Oct. 31; Nov. 2 
Bills, Legislative  Legislative Passage of Bills,  Aug. 16 (1 hr. 22 m.) 
    Committee on. 
Budget    Limitation on State Spending, Aug. 11 (2 hrs. 8m.) 
    Committee on    Aug. 16-17 (2 hrs. 37  
         m.); Aug. 23 (1 hr.);  
         Aug. 30-31 (2 hrs.);  
         Sept. 27 (1 hr. 40 m.); 
         Sept. 28 (2 hrs. 7 m.);  
         Oct. 12 (38 m.); Oct.  
         19 (1 hr. 30 m.); Oct.  
         24-25 (1 hr. 50 m.);  
         Oct. 27 (1 hr. 6 m.);  
         Nov. 2 (1 hr. 38 m.);  
         Nov. 18 (20 m.) 
Campaign Financial  Interest Rate, Committee on  Aug. 30-31 (10 m.) 
Disclosure     
Courts    Judicial Committee   Aug. 30 (1 hr. 30 m.) 
Courts    Judicial Sum-Committee on  Oct. 12 (1 hr.) 
    Inferior Courts 
Deficit Financing  Limitation on State Spending  Aug. 11 (20 m.); Oct.  
         12 (38 m.) 
Expenditures, Public  Interest Rate, Committee on  Sept. 15 
 



Expenditures, Public  Limitation on State Spending, Aug. 11 (2 hrs. 8 m.); 
         Aug. 16-17 (2 hrs. 37  
         m.); Aug. 23 (1 hr.);  
         Aug. 30-31 (2 hrs);  
         Sept. 15 (51 m.);  
         Sept. 27 (1 hr. 40 m.); 
         Sept. 28 (2hrs. 7 m.);  
         Oct. 12 (38 m.); Oct.  
         19 (1 hr. 30 m.); Oct.  
         24-25 (1 hr. 50 m.);  
         Oct. 27 (1 hr. 6 m.);  
         Nov. 2 (1 hr. 38 m.);  
         Nov. 18 (20 m.) 
Federal Reserve Banks Interest Rate, Committee on  Aug. 30-31 (51 m.) 
Finance Charges  Interest Rate, Committee  Aug. 30-31; Sept. 13 ; 
         Sept. 14; Sept. 15;  
         Sept. 20; Sept. 21;  
         Sept. 22; Sept. 27;  
         Sept. 28; Sept. 29;  
         Oct. 11-12; Oct. 18- 
         19; Oct. 25; Oct. 26;  
         Oct. 31; Nov. 2 
Friedman, Milton, 1912 Limitation on State Spending,  Sept. 15 (51 m.) 
    Committee on 
Governors   Legislative Sessions &   Sept. 13 (43 m.) 
    Governor’s Inauguration, Committee 
    On 
Heller, Walter Wolfgang, Limitation on State Spending, Sept. 28 (1 hr.) 
1915    Committee on  
Income   Limitation on State Spending, Aug. 30-31 (47 m.) 
    Committee on 
Income Tax   Limitation on State Spending,  Aug. 23 (30 m.) 
    Committee on 
 



Interest and Usury  Interest Rate, Committee on  Aug. 30-31 (4 hrs. 17  
         m.); Sept. 13 (2 hrs. 8  
         m.); Sept. 14 (4 hrs.  
         14 m.); Sept. 15 (1 hr. 
         47 m.); Sept. 20 (1 hr. 
         20 m.); Sept. 21 (1 hr. 
         48 m.); Sept. 22 (1 hr. 
         26 m.); Sept. 27 (1 hr. 
         8 m.); Sept. 28 (2 hrs.  
         50 m.); Sept. 29 (18  
         m.); Oct. 11-12 (2 hrs. 
         30 m.); Oct. 18-19 (2  
         hrs. 14 m.); Oct. 25 (1 
         hr. 55 m.); Oct. 26  
         (2hrs. 45 m.); Oct. 31  
         (1 hr. 30 m.); Nov. 2  
         (15 m.) 
Interest Rate, Committee Interest Rate, Committee on  Aug. 30-31 (4 hrs.  
         14m.); Sept. 13 (2 hrs. 
         8 m.); Sept. 14 (4 hrs.  
         14 m.); Sept. 15 (1 hr. 
         47 m.); Sept. 20 (1 hr. 
         20 m.); Sept. 21 (1 hr. 
         48 m.); Sept. 22 (1hr.  
         26 m.); Sept. 27 (1 hr. 
         8 m.); Sept. 28 (2 hrs.  
         50 m.); Sept. 29 (18  
         m.); Oct. 11-12 (2 hrs. 
         30 m.); Oct. 18-19 (2  
         hrs. 14 m.); Oct. 25 (1 
         hr. 55 m.); Oct. 26 (2  
         hrs. 45 m.); Oct. 31 (1 
              hr. 30 m.); Nov. 2 (15 m.) 
Judges    Judicial Committee   Aug. 30 (1 hr. 30 m.) 
Judges    Judicial Sub-Committee on  Oct. 12 (1 hr.) 
    Inferior Courts 
Labor and Laboring  Interest Rate, Committee on  Aug. 30-31 (25 m.) 
Classes 
Legislative Bodies  Legislative Sessions &  Sept. 13 (43 m.) 
    Governor’s Inauguration, 
    Committee on 
 
 



Limitation on State    Limitation on State Spending, Aug. 11 (2 hrs. 8 m.);  
    Committee on    Aug. 16-17 (2 hrs. 37  
         m.); Aug. 23 (1 hr.);  
         Oct. 12 (38 m.); Oct.  
         19 (1 hr. 30 m.); Oct.  
         24-25 (1 hr. 50 m.);  
         Oct. 27 (1 hr. 6 m.);  
         Nov. 2 (1 hr. 38 m.);  
         Nov. 18 (20 m.) 
Local Government  Limitation on State Spending  Aug. 30-31 (24 m.);  
                 Oct. 24-25 (1 hr. 50 m.) 
Loans    Interest Rate, Committee on  Aug. 30-31; Sept. 13;  
         Sept. 14; Sept. 15;  
         Sept. 20; Sept. 21;  
         Sept. 22; Sept. 27;  
         Sept. 28; Sept. 29;  
         Oct. 11-12; Oct. 18- 
         19; Oct. 25; Oct. 26;  
         Oct. 31; Nov. 2 
Municipal Courts  Judicial Committee   Aug. 30 (21 m.) 
Nominations for Office Local Government, Subcommittee Aug. 24 (1 hr. 44 m.) 
    On 
Revenue Sharing  Limitation on State Spending,  Aug, 30-31 (15 m.) 
    Committee on 
Sunset Law   Limitation on State Spending  Aug. 11 (6 m.) 
    Committee on 
Taxation   Limitation on State Spending,  Aug. 30-31 (25 m.) 
    Committee on 
Taxation, State   Limitation on State Spending, Aug. 16-17 (20 m.); 
    Committee on    Aug. 23 (30 m.) 

 
 
 
 
 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
Style and Drafting, Committee of the Whole-1977 

 
Committee     Tape#    Dates
Inter-Racial Marriage    CC-33    Aug. 23 
Passage of Bills    CC-43-48   Sept. 1 
Legislative Session & Governor’s   CC-57-58   Sept. 19, 
Inauguration     CC-81    Sept. 29 
      CC-330 
Governor’s Veto    CC-62-65   Sept. 22 
Governor’s Term of Office   CC-66-71   Sept. 26,  
      CC-87-88   Oct. 10 
Legislative Vacancies    CC-72-74   Sept. 27, 
      CC-98-104   Oct. 17-18, 
      CC-117-118   Oct. 24 
Education     CC-75-80   Sept. 28,  
      CC-89-90   Oct. 11 
Voting Age Limitation   CC-82-83   Oct. 3, 
      CC-115-116   Oct. 20 
Homestead Exemption   CC-93-97   Oct. 13, 
      CC-105-114   Oct. 19, 
      CC-120-126   Oct. 26-27, 
      CC-152-153   Nov. 7 
Local Government    CC-127-149   Oct. 31-Nov. 2 
      CC-153-170   Nov. 7-8, 
      CC-220-227   Nov. 30, 
      CC-228-231   Dec. 1,  
      CC-236-238   Dec. 6, 
      CC-330   Dec. 20 
Interest Rate     CC-171-177   Nov.9, 
      CC-179-184   Nov. 10, 
      CC-185-190   Nov. 14,  
      CC-231-235   Dec. 1 
Limitation of State Spending   CC-191-210   Nov. 15-17,  
      CC-214-219   Nov. 30 
Judicial Article    CC-241-256   Dec. 7-8, 
      CC-258-281   Dec. 12-13, 
      CC-284-297   Dec. 14, 
      CC-299-323   Dec. 15-16, 
      CC-331-355   Dec. 20-21 



 DELEGATES TO THE LIMITED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION 

 
County   Name     Address 
Bedford  Prentice Cooper   Shelbyville 
Blount    M.H. Gamble, Jr.   Maryville 
Cannon  Marshall E. Duggin   Woodburry 
Carroll   Frank Taylor    Huntingdon 
Chester  Mrs. Lerlie Jester McCollom  Henderson 
Claiborne  John P. Davis    Tazewell 
Cocke   Ben W. Hooper   New Port 
Coffee   Maynard Tips    Tullahoma 
Crockett  Harry S. Avery   Alamo 
Davidson  K. Harlan Dodson   Nashville Trust   
        Building, Nashville 
   Harry H. Chitwood   Stahlman Building 
        Nashville 
   Cecil Sims    American Trust Building 
        Nashville 
   Ed W. McGovern   Harding Court, Nash. 
   Mrs. James M. Todd   1409 Clairmont Place 
        Nashville 
   Charles L. Cornelius, Jr.  Third National Bank 
        Building, Nashville 
DeKalb  T.B. Webb    Smithville 
Dickson  W.M. Leech    Charlotte 
Dyer   Latta Richards    Dyersburg 
Fayette   Charles A. Sainback   Somerville 
Franklin  Walter M. Haynes   Winchester 
Gibson   Hugh T. Bennett   Fruitland 
   L.L. Harwell    Rutherford 
Giles   Jack Henry    Pulaski 
Greene   Leon E. Easterly   Greeneville 
Hamilton  John Chambliss   Provident Building 
        Chattanooga 
   John S. Fletcher   Hamilton National Bank  
        Bldg., Chattanooga 
   Frank W. Prescott   104 Vista Drive 
        Chattanooga 
Hardeman  Alan M. Prewitt, Jr.   Bolivar 
Hardin   P.M. Harbet    Savannah 
Hawkins  John A. Thompson   Rogersville 



Haywood  Kirby Matherne   Brownsville 
Henry   Alfred G. McGhee   Buchanan 
Hickman  Claude B. Stephenson   Centerville 
Jackson  Robert Lee Johnson   Gainesboro 
Knox   E.E. Patton    2033 Maplewood Drive 
        Knoxville 
   W. Leonard Ambrose   Burwell Building 
        Knoxville 
   Fred R. Stair    Sherwood Drive 
        Knoxville 
Lake   Damon Headden   Ridgley 
Lauderdale  C.S. Carney, Jr.   Ripley 
Lawrence   Hirman W. Holtsford   Lawrenceburg 
Lincoln  Hubert T. Holman   Fayetteville 
McMinn  Jack Johnson    Athens 
McNairy  J. Louis Adams   Selmer 
Madison  William P. Moss   Jackson 
   Jack Manheim    Jackson 
Marion   Keith Hampton   Jasper 
Marshall  Jim McCord    Lewisburg 
Maury   J. Dawson Frierson, Jr.  Columbia 
Monroe  J.D. Lee    Tellico Plains 
Montgomery  Demsey H. Marks   Clarksville 
Moore   James B. Murray   Lynchburg 
Obion   W.M. Miles    Union City 
Overton  Millard V. Oakley   Livingston 
Putnam  J.M. Hatfield    Cookeville 
Roane   Harry T. Burn    Sweetwater 
Robertson  Chas. Willett    Springfield 
Rutherford  C.C. Sims    Murfreesboro 
Sevier   Robert L. Ogle, Jr.   Sevierville 
Shelby   Samuel O. Bates   Com. Title Bldg. 
        Memphis 
   Everett R. Cook   84 S. Front St. 
        Memphis 
   Frank J. Glanker   Com. Title Bldg. 
        Memphis 
   Sam E. Chambers   1517 Madison Ave. 
        Memphis 
   Mrs. Hillman P. Rogers  Davies Road 
        Memphis 
   Jack L. Goldsmith   Memphis 
   John R. Gorman   740 Holly St., Memphis 



Smith   H.B. McGinness   Carthage 
Stewart  William D. Howell   Dover 
Sullivan  J.R. Todd    Kingsport 
Sumner  Lewis S. Pope    Hendersonville 
Tipton   William C. Tipton   Covington 
Warren   Clyde S. Jones    McMinnville 
Washington  William E. Miller   Johnson City 
Weakley  O.W. Beard    Dresden 
White   Malcolm C. Hill   Sparta 
Williamson  T.H. Alexander, Jr.   Franklin 
Wilson   Sam B. Gilreath   Lebanon 
1st Flot. District George F. Dugger   Elizabethton 
2nd Flot. District E.F. (Jack) Smith   Kingsport 
3rd Flot. District Miss Ella V. Ross   Johnson City 
4th Flot. District C.S. Rainwater, Jr.   Dandridge 
5th Flot. District Wilbur R. Watson   Rutledge 
6th Flot. District David B. Rogers   LaFollette 
7th Flot. District R.G. Crossno    Norris 
8th Flot. District E. Bruce Foster   Burwell Building 
        Knoxville 
9th Flot. District William B. Parks   Cleveland 
10th Flot. District Jack Grubb    Decatur 
11th Flot. District Landon Colvard   Pikeville 
12th  Flot. District W. Grady Sidwell   Celina 
14th Flot. District J.C. McMurtry    Hartsville 
15th Flot. District Raymond Denney   Nashville Trust Bldg. 
        Nashville 
17th Flot. District R.R. Haggard    Waynesboro 
18th Flot. District Gilbert Allen    Cheap Hill Community 
        via Ashland City 
19th Flot. District Joe H. Spencer   Erin 
20th Flot. District Tom Larkin    Bakerville 
21st Flot. District H.B. Pafford    Camden 
22nd Flot. District R.E.L. Gallimore   McKenzie 
23rd Flot. District Sam H. Pearson, Jr.   Lexington 
26th Flot. District Ross W. Dyer    Halls 
27th Flot. District Walter Chandler   1st National Bank Bldg. 
        Memphis 

 
 



INVENTORY 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE 

 
Box 1 
1  Committee Handouts 
   a.   Article I, Sect. 7 
   b.   Attorney General Role in Prosecution, Special Report 
   c. Correspondence 
   d. Court Cases 
2  Democratic Party Response (Bedford Co.) 
3  Convention Rules, Officers & Duties 
   a. Suggestions for Committee of Whole 
   b. Resolution Referrals 
   c. Chart of Convention Rules & Officers Duties 
   d. Convention Rules 
4  City Court-Resolution #32-Response  
   Correspondence in Response to 
5  Research People 
   Correspondence & Forms 
6  Interest Rate Committee 
   Minutes 
7  Interest Rate Committee 
   Minutes 
 
Box 2 
1  Budget Letters for Convention  
   a. Correspondence 
   b. Article VI, Sect. 1-15 
2  Committee on Rules & Procedures 
   a.  Minutes 
   b. Report of Education Committee 
   c. Rules of Order 
3  Constitutional Convention 
   Articles & Section 
4  Appellate Court, Subcommittee on 
   Minutes 
5  Public Information & Election, Committee on 
   a. Minutes 
   b. Correspondence 
   c. Reports 
 
 



6  Judicial Article Subcommittee on Attorney General, et al 
   a. Minutes 
   b. Reports 
   c. Comments on Judicial Article 
7  Calendar & Agenda 
 
 
8  Limitation on State Spending 
   a. Drafts 
   b. Attendance Sheets 
   c. Correspondence & Memo’s 
   d. Minutes 
   e. Alternative Proposals 
9  Judicial--Court Clerks & Administrative Personnel 
   a. Minutes 
   b. Majority Reports 
   c. Financing & Fact Sheets 
   d. Correspondence 
10  Homestead Exemption 
   a. Report of Standing Committee 
   b. Minutes 
11  Voting Age 
   Article IV, Sect. 1-Minutes 
12  Judicial 
   a. Constitutional Convention--Roll Call 
   b. Article VI, Sect. 1-15 
   c. Judicial Amendments 
   d. Minutes 
   e. Judicial Power 
   f. Reports 
13  Style & Drafting 
   Article, drafting 
14  Education 
   Minutes 
15  General Assembly Bills Passage 
   Minutes 
16  Legislative Vacancies 
   Minutes 
17  Inferior Courts, Subcommittee 
   Reports 
18  Local Governments 
   Minutes 



Box 3 
Resolutions & Amendments 
 
Box 4 
1  Legislative Vacancies 
   a. Minutes 
   b. Amendments 
2  Article VI, Sect. 15 & 
  Article VII, Sect. 1 & 2 
3  Article II, Sect. 24 
4  Articles & Amendments 
5  Articles & Reports 
6  Index--Miscellaneous 
7  Remarks--Bill Leech 
8  Public Acts, 1976 
9  Rules of Order 
10  Biographical Sketch 
11  Payroll 
12  Convention Oaks 
13  Press Releases 
14  Opinions 
15  Interest Rate 
   Minutes 
 
Box 5 
1  Special Joint Committee on Constitutional Amendments 
2  Special Joint Committee on Constitutional Amendments 
 
Box 6 
1  Resolutions--Interest Rate 
   Majority Reports 
2  Case & Constitutions 
3  Cumberland Capital 
   Court Cases 
4  Committee Members 
5  Constitutional Call & Rules & Attorney General 
   a. Rules of Order 
   b. Correspondence 
6  Drafting 
   Report of Standing Committee--Interest Rate 
7  Information Given Committee 
   Interest Rate 
8  Minutes & Speeches 



Box 7 
1  Local Government Committee 
   a. Agenda 
   b. Suggestion 
   c. Tennessee Municipal League 
   d. Minutes 
2  Interest Rate 
   a. Group for Appearance 
   b. Statements & Remarks 
   c. Court Cases 
   d. Usury Laws: Harmful When Effective 
   e. Analysis, Long & Short 
3  Constitutional Convention Committees 
4  Interest Rate 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE REPORTS-1977 
 

Description         Box-Folder 
AMENDMENTS 
 Amendments        4-4 
ARTICLES 
 Articles--Past Changes      2-19 
 Article I, Sect. 7, Comm. Handouts     1-1 
 Article II, Sect.8       2-13 
   15      
   18 
 Article II, Sect. 24       4-4; 
 Article II, Sect. 24, Draft      2-8 
 Article II, Sect. 8       2-13 
 Article II, Sect. 18       2-13 
 Article III, Sect. 4 (minority rept.)     4-4 
 Article III, Sect. 18 (minority rept.)     4-4 
 Article III, Sect. 18, Draft      2-13 
 Article IV, Sect. 1       4-4 
 Article IV, Sect. 1       2-11, 13 
 Article VI, Sect. 1-15       2-1, 12; 
          4-2 
 Article XI        2-13 
 Article XI, Sect. 2       4-5; 
          2-10, 13 
 Article XI, Sect. 7       4-4 
 Article XI, Sect. 12       4-4 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 
 Biographical Sketches       4-10 
CONVENTION 
 Committee Members       6-4 
 Constitution of Tennessee      2-3 
 Special Joint Committee on Constitutional Amendments  5-1, 2 
 Convention Oaks       4-12 
 Constitutional Convention--Roll Call     2-12 
 Constitutional Convention Committees    7-3 
 
 
 



CORRESPONDENCE 
 Limited State Spending (To Burson from Comptrollers’ Off.) 2-8 
 Cohen, Stephen I.       1-2 
 Coke, Steve        1-1 
 Duer, Shirley        1-1 
 Landers, Sytle (Democratic Party response, Bradford Co.)  1-2 
 Rowe, Don        1-1 
 Taylor, Don A.       1-1 
 Research People (corresp. & forms)     1-5 
COURT CASES 
 Cases & Constitutions       1-1; 
          6-2 
 Cumberland Capital       6-3 
COURTS 
 Appellate Courts, Subcommittee on     2-4 
 Inferior Courts        2-17 
EDUCATION 
 Education        2-14; 
          4-4 
FINANCIAL 
 Budget Letters        2-1; 
 Payroll         4-11 
GOVERNOR’S 
 Governor’s Inauguration      2-13; 
          4-4 
 Governor’s Term of Office      4-4 
 Governor’s Veto Permission (minority rept.)    2-13; 
          4-4 
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 
 Homestead Exemption      4-5;  
          2-10 
INDEX 
 Index--Miscellaneous       4-6 
INTEREST RATE 
 Interest Rate        1-6, 7; 
          4-4, 15 
 Interest Rate (majority & minority rept.)    6-1 
 Interest Rate        7-2, 4 
 
 
 
 



JUDICIAL 
 Judicial        2-9, 6, 12 
 Judicial--Amendments      2-12 
 Judicial--Court Clerks & Adm. Personnel    2-9 
 Judicial--Financing       2-9 
 Judicial Power        2-12 
LEGISLATIVE 
 Legislative Passage of Bills      2-15 
 Legislative Vacancies       2-13, 16 
          4-1 
LIMITATION ON STATE SPENDING 
 Attendance Sheets       2-8 
 Limitation on State Spending      2-8; 
 Limitation on State Spending      4-4 
 Limitation on State Spending, Alternative Proposals   2-8 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 Local Government       4-4 
 Local Government on Term of Office    2-18 
 Local Government Committee     7-1 
MINUTES 
 Minutes        6-8 
 Appellate Court, Subcommittee on     2-4 
 Committee on Rules & Procedures     2-2 
 Education        2-14 
 Homestead Exemption      2-10 
 Interest Rate        4-15; 
          1-6, 7 
 Judicial Article Subcommittee on Attorney General, et al  2-6 
 Judicial Department, Committee on     2-12 
 Judicial--Majority Report      2-9 
 Legislative Passage of Bills      2-15 
 Legislative Vacancies       2-16 
 Limited State Pending       2-8 
 Local Government on Term of Office    2-18 
 Public Information & Election, Comm. On    2-5 
 Voting Age Committee      2-11 
 Local Government       7-1 
 Interest Rate        7-4 
OPINIONS 
 Attorney General & Counsel to the Convention   4-14 
 
 



REPORTS 
 Article II, Sect. 15 (Rept. of Style & Drafting)   2-13 
 Article II, Sect. 18 (Rept. of Style & Drafting)   2-13 
 Article II, Sect. 24 & Amendments     4-3 
 Article VI, Sect. 15 & Article VII, Sect. 1 & 2   4-2 
 Article XI (Rept. of Style & Drafting)    2-13 
 Attorney General, District Attorney & Public Defenders,  
  Subcommittee on      2-6 
 Attorney General’s Role in Prosecution (Special Report)  1-1 
 Governor’s Veto Provision (Rept. of Style & Drafting)  2-13 
 Homestead Exemption      4-5 
 Homestead Exemption, Rept. of Standing Comm.   2-10 
 Inferior Courts        2-17 
 Interest Rate (majority & minority rept.)    6-1 
 Judicial Department (Style & Drafting)    2-12 
 Legislative Vacancies (Rept. of Style & Drafting)   2-13 
 Legislative Vacancies, Comm. On & Amendments   2-16; 
          4-1 
 Resolution #7 & 82       4-5 
 Reports        6-6 
 Style & Drafting Committee      2-13 
 Interest Rate        7-4 
 Local Government       7-1 
RESOLUTIONS 
 Resolution #32 (Corresp. In response to. From City Officials) 1-4 
 Resolutions--Original #8-222      3 
 Resolution Referrals       1-3 
RULES 
 Chart of Convention Rules & Officers Duties   1-3 
 Convention Rules       1-3 
 Rules & Procedures       2-2 
 Rules of Order        4-9; 
          6-5 
SPEECHES, REMARKS, PRESS RELEASES 
 Press Releases        4-13 
 Remarks--Bill Leech       4-7 
 Speeches        6-9 
VOTING AGE 
 Voting Age        4-4; 
          2-11 
  




